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ABSTRACT

Richard Stein starts this interview by reflecting on the New
York City schools which provided a real stimulus, especially in
mat hemati cs and science, to himand his contenporaries. At
Br ookl yn technical H gh School he took a nore vocational set of
courses, thinking that the famly resources woul d not cover
coll ege study. In the event, however, Stein was able to go to
Br ookl yn Pol ytechnic Institute and, under the wartine
ci rcunmstances, was able to graduate within three years, including
a productive senior project on light scattering with Paul Doty.
Stein then accepted a Textile Foundation fellowship at Princeton
University. In the three years of his Ph.D. program he worked
under a succession of three advisors; Henry Eyring, Robert Rundle
and Arthur Tobol sky. During this section of the interview Stein
descri bes the organization of graduate study in chem stry at
Princeton and recollects Eyring, Taylor, Rundle and Tobol sky. A
NRC fell owship took Richard Stein fromPrinceton to Canbridge to
work on infrared dichroi smunder Gordon Sutherland and he recalls
the austerities of life in postwar England and the primtive
facilities in the Canbridge physical chem stry |aboratories.
Soon after his return to this country Stein was appointed to an
assi stant professorship in the chem stry departnent of the
University of Massachusetts at Amherst. Stein describes his
heavy teaching | oad, how he started his research program and the
growt h of polynmer interests at Uvass. The latter led to the
i nauguration of the Polyner Research Institute at UMass and Stein
reflects on the academi c interactions between chem stry and
pol ymer science. The interview concludes with recollections of
the visit of a chemstry delegation to China and also with his
vi ews on research funding.

I NTERVI EVER

Janmes J. Bohning holds the B.S., MS., and Ph.D. degrees in
chem stry, and has been a nenber of the chem stry faculty at
Wl kes College since 1959. He was chair of the Chem stry
Departnent for sixteen years, and was appointed chair of the
Departnent of Earth and Environnental Sciences in 1988. He has
been associated with the devel opnment and managenent of the oral
hi story program at the Beckman Center since 1985, and was el ected
Chair of the Division of the H story of Chem stry of the American
Chem cal Society for 1987
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