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ABSTRACT 

 

Daniel P. Raleigh grew up in Arcata, California, the youngest of four children.  His 

father was a professor at HumboldtState University, his mother a homemaker who had also been 

a teacher.  In addition, all three siblings went into education.  Raleigh spent much of his free 

time outdoors, even for reading.  He attended Humboldt State University's laboratory 

elementary school and then junior high and high school in Arcata, California, public schools, 

remembering his education as being rather uninspiring, except for mathematics.  His 

extracurricular activities focused on the outdoors:  hiking, camping, and the like. 

He attended Humboldt State, interested in both mathematics and science at first, but an 

excellent chemistry faculty member inspired him to pursue chemistry.  He loved math too and 

could have majored in it, but he felt he lacked the “spark” to be an original mathematician.  

Raleigh decided to do graduate studies at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology; there he 

joined Robert G. Griffin's laboratory, feeling that Humboldt's strong chemistry faculty had 

prepared him well for graduate studies.  While working in Griffin's lab Raleigh developed new 

theoretical and technical methods and became interested in applying his methodologies to 

biological problems.  For that reason he chose Christopher Dobson's lab at University of Oxford 

for postdoctoral work in biochemistry.  While he was there he met his future wife, Clare P. 

Grey.  Partly from frustration with the relative lack of resources at British universities Raleigh 

and Grey decided to seek positions in the United States.  A postdoc at DuPont Merck Company 

convinced Raleigh that he did not want to be in a corporate research environment.  

Like most two-career couples, Raleigh and Grey found that obtaining positions together 

was challenging; they accepted positions at the State University New York, Stony Brook.  He 

immediately undertook establishing his lab, developing his own form of lab management and 

mentoring, while at the same time taking on administrative tasks.  He purposely chose to avoid 

corporate funding sources, preferring the freedom offered under traditional funding in the 

United States.  Given the nature of Stony Brook’s academic environment, when Raleigh was not 

writing journal articles or teaching he developed seminar courses for undergraduates, discussing 

at length the differences between teaching undergraduate and graduate students.  He is 

interested in the history of science, as he feels it is important to place scientific findings in a 

broader context.  Although an academic career afforded a great degree of flexibility, balancing 

personal life and career has been a challenge for Raleigh.  When not working, he committed 

himself to some environmental causes, though he admitted that he loves his work so much that 

he feels no sacrifice at having so little free time.   

His current research centers on conformational changes in proteins, and he talks a little 

about the practical aspects of his work.  He answers the interviewers questions about patents; 

serendipity in science; the roles of competition and collaboration in science; ethics in science; 

the importance of overseeing students' work to ensure accuracy and integrity; and the problems 

inherent in regulating science.  The interview ends with a proclamation of Raleigh’s 

professional satisfaction; a discussion of his personal goals; and reflections on his career 

choices. 
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Helene L. Cohen, Interviewer, UCLA Oral History Program. B.S., Nursing, UCLA; 

P.N.P., University of California, San Diego/UCLA; M.A., Theater, San Diego State University. 
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Place: Raleigh’s office, State University of New York, Stony Brook. 

 

Dates, length of sessions: April 24, 2001 (171 minutes); April 25, 2001 (130).  

 

Total number of recorded hours: 5 

 

Persons present during interview: Raleigh and Cohen. 

 

CONDUCT OF INTERVIEW: 

 

This interview is one in a series with Pew Scholars Program in the Biomedical Sciences 

conducted by the UCLA Oral History Program in conjunction with the Pew Charitable Trusts’s 

Pew Scholars Program in the Biomedical Sciences Oral History and Archives Project. The 

project has been designed to document the backgrounds, education, and research of biomedical 

scientists awarded four-year Pew scholarships since 1988. 

To provide an overall framework for project interviews, the director of the UCLA Oral 

History Program and three UCLA faculty project consultants developed a topic outline. In 

preparing for this interview, Cohen held a telephone preinterview conversation with Raleigh to 

obtain written background information (curriculum vitae, copies of published articles, etc.) and 

agree on an interviewing schedule. She also reviewed prior Pew scholars’ interviews and the 

documentation in Raleigh’s file at the Pew Scholars Program office in San Francisco, including 

his/her proposal application, letters of recommendation, and reviews by Pew Scholars Program 

national advisory committee members. For technical background, Cohen consulted J.D. Watson 

et al., Molecular Biology of the Gene. 4th ed. Menlo Park, California: Benjamin/Cummings, 

1987; Bruce Alberts et al., Molecular Biology of the Cell. 3rd ed. New York: Garland, 1994; 

Horace F. Judson, The Eighth Day of Creation. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1979; and 

recent issues of Science and Nature. 

The interview is organized chronologically, beginning with Raleigh’s childhood in 

Arcata, California, and continuing through his undergraduate work at Humboldt State 

University, his graduate work at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, his postdocs at 

University of Oxford and at the DuPont Merck Company, and the establishment of his own lab 

at State University of New York, Stony Brook. Major topics discussed include his work in the 

Robert G. Griffin laboratory, his postdoc at DuPont Merck Company, and his funding sources. 
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