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11 November 1994 

BOHNING: Dr. Brown, I know that you've written a lot about your early background. You 
were born in London on May 22, 1912, and came to Chicago with your family in 1914. Your 
high school education was interrupted by your father's death, but you did graduate from high 
school in 1930. In those early educational years in Chicago, did you have any teachers who 
inspired you or had any influence on you? 

BROWN: No. I was not inspired to, let's say, try to achieve a certain career. I didn't have any 
hopes of going to college because of my father's death. Consequently, after I got out of high 
school, I spent three years trying to find a job to help support my family. But I couldn't. I 
finally decided that I'd better go back to college and see if, through further education, I could 
bring myself to a position where I could find a job. 

BOHNING: Did you have any chemistry in your high school experience? 

BROWN: I had a very good course in chemistry, but that's not what inspired me. There was 
actually a Ph.D. teaching at my school. I think it was a Dr. Smith and I enjoyed him; I enjoyed 
all ofmy courses. [laughter] I enjoyed high school. I enjoyed studying everything from Latin to 
German to physics, and chemistry I always enjoyed. I always did well in those subjects. 

BOHNJNG: But I understand that when you went to Crane Junior College in 1932, you had 
intended to major in electrical engineering. 

BROWN: Someone had told me that electrical engineers made very good money. [laughter] To 
me, that was the most important objective in my life, the reason for going to college, so I 
registered for a degree in electrical engineering. 

BOHNJNG: But it was during that time at Crane that you switched to chemistry. 

BROWN: I took chemistry the first year; all engineers had to go through chemistry in the first 
year. I did very well in it. I fell in love with the subject. I decided to forget about the money 
and concentrate on chemistry for my future career. 

BOHNING: What was it about chemistry that fascinated you? 
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