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The Chemica Heritage Foundation (CHF) serves the community of the chemical and molecular
sciences, and the wider public, by treasuring the past, educating the present, and inspiring the
future. CHF maintains a world-class collection of materials that document the history and
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H. EUGENE McBRAYER

Born in Birmingham, Alabama, on 19 January

Education

B.S., chemical engineering, Vanderbilt University

Professional Experience

Exxon Corporation
Esso Standard, Baton Rouge Refinery
Junior Chemical Engineer
Chemica Engineer, Process Engineering Department
Supervisor, Chemical Technical Service
Division Foreman
Assistant Division Head, Technical Division
Head, Technical Division
Head, Operating Division
Humble Oil & Refining Company
Head, Refinery Coordination Department
New Investments Department
Assistant Manager
Exxon Enterprises
President
Exxon Nuclear Company
Chief Executive Officer
Exxon Chemical Company
Executive Vice President
President
Retired

Honors

Chemical Industry Medal, Society of Chemical Industry, American Section



ABSTRACT

Eugene McBrayer begins the interview with a discussion of his family background and
early education in Birmingham, Alabama. His father was a small gasoline distributor for
Amoco, and McBrayer helped with the business. His parents encouraged him to treat his
education serioudly, so he spent much of his time studying. Thiswork paid off when he was
offered an academic scholarship to Vanderbilt University. Though he had intended to study
metallurgy, M cBrayer soon became a chemical engineering major, earning his B.S. in 1954.
The summer between his junior and senior years was spent working for Exxon’s Baton Rouge,
Louisianarefinery, and McBrayer decided that he wanted to work for Exxon after graduation.
Because of his high grades and previous good work, he received an offer from Exxon, which he
accepted. He moved quickly through the management ranks, and in 1964 was sent to New Y ork
City to work for Exxon Enterprises. 1n 1979, he moved again to Exxon Chemical Corporation,
becoming Vice President. Six years later, he became President, and began to restructure the
company. During hisyears at Exxon Chemical, McBrayer was heavily involved in
environmental issues; he helped to set up Clean Sites, Inc., and has been active in the Chemical
Manufacturers Association Responsible Care program. 1n 1992, the same year that he was
awarded the Chemical Industry Medal, McBrayer retired from Exxon Chemical. McBrayer
concludes the interview with his hopes for the future of the chemical industry.

INTERVIEWER

James J. Bohning is currently Visiting Research Scientist at Lehigh University. He has
served as Professor of Chemistry Emeritus at Wilkes University, where he was a faculty
member from 1959 to 1990. He served there as chemistry department chair from 1970 to 1986
and environmental science department chair from 1987 to 1990. He was chair of the American
Chemica Society’ s Division of the History of Chemistry in 1986, received the Division's
outstanding paper award in 1989, and presented more than twenty-five papers before the
Division at national meetings of the Society. He has written for the American Chemical Society
News Service, and he has been on the advisory committee of the Society’ s National Historic
Chemica Landmarks committee since itsinception in 1992. He developed the oral history
program of the Chemical Heritage Foundation beginning in 1985, and was the Foundation’s
Director of Oral History from 1990 to 1995.



12

18

21

31

37

38

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Childhood and Early Education
Growing up in Birmingham, Alabama. Father’s career in gasoline
distribution. Influence of parents. Importance of education.

College Years
Scholarship to Vanderbilt University. Decision to study chemical
engineering. Summer work at Exxon’s Baton Rouge Refinery.

Early Career
Returning to Exxon. Decision not to pursue advanced degree. Rapid
advancement at Baton Rouge Refinery. Competition at Exxon. Division of
Exxon’s chemical company from oil company.

Research and Devel opment
Clinton facility. Attemptsto increase R&D at Exxon. Importance of
researchers. Encouraging innovation.

Diversification of Exxon
Moving to New York. Development of Vydec and low-cost fax machine.
Exxon Nuclear Company. Belief in nuclear energy. Exploring uranium.
Work with Pacific Northwest National Laboratory. Public disenchantment
with nuclear energy. Importance of diversification.

Later Career
Working with Edwin Holmer. Matrix management system. Involvement in
Chemica Manufacturers Association. Development of Responsible Care.
Organizing Clean Sites, Inc. Environmenta work with the Conservation
Foundation.

Conclusion
Retirement. Involvement with Hercules. Final thoughts on the chemical
industry.

Notes

Index



NOTES
Willard Dow, “Progress of Styrene Production,” Industrial and Engineering Chemistry,
34 (1942): 1267-1268.
Rachel Carson, Slent Spring (Greenwich, Connecticut: Fawcett Publications, 1962).

H. Eugene McBrayer, “ Science Education: A Call to Action,” U.SA. Today, March
1991, 56-58.

James J. Bohning, Chemical Heritage Foundation Oral History Project, Society for
Chemical Industry Project, Questionnaire for Chemical Industry Award Medalists. See
Chemica Heritage Foundation Oral History Research File #0144.

William Wishnick, interview by James J. Bohning in New Y ork City, 13 May 1991
(Philadelphia: Chemical Heritage Foundation, Oral History Transcript #0093).

37



INDEX

A
Alabama, University of, 3
Amoco Corporation, 2

B

Babcock & Wilcox Company, 19
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 3,5, 9
Battelle Memoria Institute, 18-19
Bell Labs, 13

Bellevue, Washington, 19
Birmingham, Alabama, 1-2
Burlel, Peter, 29

C

Carson, Rachel, 26

Cascade Mountains, 19

Catayst, 28

Catalytic cracking, 11

Chemica Manufacturers Association (CMA), 22, 25-29, 31-32
Community Awareness and Emergency Response, 27
Responsible Care, 25, 27, 29

Clean Sites, Inc., 28-29

Clinton, New Jersey, 13

Combustion Engineering, 19

Conservation Foundation, 29

Corbo, Vincent, 12

D

David, Edward E., 13

DDT, 26

Depression, The, 1-2

Dow Chemical Company, 11

Dow, Willard H., 6, 17, 27, 34

DuPont, E. I. de Nemours & Co., Inc., 5

38



E
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 29
Esso, See Exxon Cor poration
Ethanol, 8
Ethylene, 25
Exxon Corporation, 3-6, 9-13, 18, 20-21, 28, 31, 34
Baton Rouge Refinery, 3, 5-6, 10, 12
Board of Directors, 10
Clinton facility, 13-14
Enjay Chemical Company, 9
Exxon Chemical Company, 9-10, 14, 20-21, 33
Exxon Nuclear Company, 19-20
boiling water reactors, 19
pressurized water reactors, 19
Exxon Office Systems, 18
Exxon Research and Engineering Company, 10-11, 13, 21
Humble Oil & Refining Company, 6, 9, 18

F
Facsimile machine, 18
Fernandez, Lou, 29

G

Garvin, Clifton C., 6, 13

Generd Electric Company (GE), 19
Gossage, ThomasL., 12, 15

H
Hair, Jay D., 29
HerculesInc., 12, 16, 31
Board of Directors, 12
Technology committee, 12
Holmer, Edwin C., 9-10, 13, 21-22, 24-25, 28-29
Houston, Texas, 18

IBM, 18-19
Isopropanol, 8

39



M

McBrayer, H. Eugene
parents, 1-2
wife, 1

Monsanto Company, 5, 12

N

National Audubon Society, 29
National Wildlife Foundation, 29
Navarre, Ohio, 27

New York City, New York, 17-18
Nixon, President Richard M., 13

0]
Oxy-alcohal, 8

P

Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, 19, 31
Pan Am Oil Company, 2

Petrochemicals, 3, 8-9, 25, 34

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 28

Phillips High School, 2

Phillips Petroleum Company, 5

Plastic fiber optics, 18

Powers, Charles, 29

Propylene, 25

R

Rathbone, M. J., 6
Reilly, William K., 29
Republican Party, 32
Ruckelshaus, Dick, 29

S
Seattle, Washington, 19
Selectric typewriter, 18
Shell Oil Company, 5
Siemens Power, 20
Silent Spring, 26
Society of Chemical Industry
Chemical Industry Medal, 35
Perkin Medal, 14
Standard Oil of New Jersey, See Exxon Corporation

40



Styrene, 17

Sun Oil Refining and Marketing Company, 28
Superfund, 29

Swan, Donald O., 18

T
Three Mileldand, 19

U

USA Today, 30

United States Congress, 26, 32

United States Department of Energy, 31
Uranium, 19

\%

Vanderbilt University, 2-4
Department of Chemica Engineering, 4
medical school, 5

Voorhees, Henry, 6, 18

Vydec, 18

W

Washington, DC, 26
Westinghouse, 19
Wishnick, William, 33
World War 11, 11, 17, 24
World Wildlife Fund, 29

Y
Y orktown Heights, New York, 12-13



