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ABSTRACT

Michael A. Kelly begins the interview with a discussion of his childhood and education.
Growing up in Roswell, New Mexico, Kelly became interested in radio and television
electronics at a young age. After high school, Kelly earned an ROTC scholarship at UCLA, and
obtained his bachelor’s degree in engineering from that University in 1959. He later earned his
master’s degree in electrical engineering from Brooklyn Polytechnic, and his Ph.D. in nuclear
physics from the University of California at Berkeley. In 1968, Kelly began as a research
scientist for the Hewlett-Packard Company [HP]. After three years, he was promoted to
manager of R&D for electron spectroscopy for chemical analysis [ESCA]. While there, he
developed and refined the first ESCA instruments for commercial use. Kelly left HP in 1976,
and became the president of Surface Science Laboratories; a company that designed and
marketed ESCA instrumentation. In 1988, Surface Science merged with the Kevex
Corporation, and Kelly became the president and chief operating officer. He stay with Kevex
for about a year, but when the company was bought-out by Thermo Vacuum Generators, Inc.,
Kelly took a teaching position at Stanford University. He currently teaches materials science at
the University, and is working on some new analytical techniques. Kelly concludes the
interview with a discussion of his impact on ESCA instrumentation, and the importance of
innovation in society.

INTERVIEWERS

David C. Brock is Program Manager for Educational and Historical Services at the
Chemical Heritage Foundation in Philadelphia. He is currently a Ph.D. candidate in the History
Department, Program in the History of Science at Princeton University. In 1995, Mr. Brock
received his M.A. in the History of Science from Princeton University and in 1992, he earned a
M.Sc. in the Sociology of Scientific Knowledge from the University of Edinburgh.

Arthur Daemmrich is a policy analyst at the Chemical Heritage Foundation in
Philadelphia. He holds a Ph.D. in Science and Technology Studies from Cornell University and
has published on biotechnology policy and politics, the sociology of medicine, and
pharmaceutical drug regulation. In his research, he brings long-range perspectives to bear on
the analysis of globalization, risk, health, and environmental policy. Daemmrich has held
fellowships from the Social Science Research Council/Berlin Program for Advanced German
and European Studies, and the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.
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