
 

 

 

 
CHEMICAL HERITAGE FOUNDATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRED CONNER 

 
RESOURCES FOR EDUCATION AND ACTION FOR COMMUNITY HEALTH  

IN AMBLER (REACH Ambler) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transcript of an Interview 

Conducted by 

 

Lee S. Berry 

 

at 

  

Whitpain Township Building 

Blue Bell, Pennsylvania 

 

on 

 

14 September 2014 

 

(With Subsequent Corrections and Additions) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

This oral history was conducted as part of a joint project of the Chemical Heritage 

Foundation and the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine. This project was 

supported by the Office of the Director, National Institutes of Health under Award 

Number R25OD010521-01. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



THE CHEMICAL HERITAGE FOUNDATION 
Center for Oral Historyï Consent Forms 

REACH Ambler Oral History Consent Form, Last Updated: June 27, 2014  4 

FINAL RELEASE FORM 
 
All oral history participants are required to review their audio and/or video-recorded interview conducted 
by __Lee Berry___ on _12 Sept 2014_________.  As a participant, you are required to read the transcript 
supplied by the Chemical Heritage Foundation. 
 
1. The recordings, transcripts, photographs, research materials, and memorabilia (collectively called 

the ñWorkò) will be maintained by the Chemical Heritage Foundation and made available in 
accordance with general policies for research and other scholarly purposes. 

 
2. By signing this document, you will grant, assign, and transfer to the Chemical Heritage 

Foundation all right, title, and interest in the Work, including the literary rights and the copyright. 
Participants retain the right to copy, use, and publish the Work in part or in full until their death. 

 
3. The manuscript may be read and the recording(s) heard/viewed by scholars approved by the 

Chemical Heritage Foundation unless restrictions are placed on the transcript as listed below.   
 
By signing this document, you are agreeing that this constitutes your entire and complete understanding. 

 
                            (Signature) ___________________________________ 

        Fred Conner
 

     (Date) __________________________________ 
 
 
OPTIONAL: If you wish to place the following restrictions on the use of your interview, please 
indicate below: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Regardless of any restrictions that may be placed on the transcript of the interview, the Chemical 
Heritage Foundation retains the rights to all materials generated about your oral history interview, 
including the title page, abstract, table of contents, chronology, index, et cetera (collectively called the 
ñFront Matter and Indexò), all of which will be made available on the Chemical Heritage Foundationôs 
website.  Should the Chemical Heritage Foundation wish to post to the Internet the content of the oral 
history interview, that is, direct quotations, audio clips, video clips, or other material from the oral history 
recordings or the transcription of the recordings, the Chemical Heritage Foundation will be bound by the 
restrictions for use placed on the Work as detailed above.  Should the Chemical Heritage Foundation 
wish to post to the Internet the entire oral history interview during your lifetime, you will have the 
opportunity to permit or deny this posting.   

 
The Chemical Heritage Foundation will enforce your wishes until the time of your death, when any 
restrictions will be removed. 

IRB APPROVAL From 07-18-14 To 04-29-15

December 3, 2015



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This interview has been designated as Free Access. 

 

One may view, quote from, cite, or reproduce the oral history with the permission of CHF. 

 

Please note: Users citing this interview for purposes of publication are obliged under the terms 

of the Chemical Heritage Foundation (CHF) Center for Oral History to credit CHF using the 

format below: 

 

 

Fred Conner interview by Lee Sullivan Berry at Whitpain Township Building, 

Blue Bell, Pennsylvania, 14 September 2014 (Philadelphia: Chemical Heritage 

Foundation, Oral History Transcript #0917). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chemical Heritage Foundation 
Center for Oral History 

315 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19106 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Chemical Heritage Foundation (CHF) serves the community of the chemical and molecular 

sciences, and the wider public, by treasuring the past, educating the present, and inspiring the 

future. CHF maintains a world-class collection of materials that document the history and 

heritage of the chemical and molecular sciences, technologies, and industries; encourages 

research in CHF collections; and carries out a program of outreach and interpretation in order to 

advance an understanding of the role of the chemical and molecular sciences, technologies, and 

industries in shaping society. 

 

 



 

 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

 Fred Conner, Jr., grew up in Northeast Philadelphia. Having majored in economics at 

Upsala College, Conner served in the Marine Corps for twelve years and then as a defense 

contractor in the Balkan countries and Kuwait. Marriage brought him back to Pennsylvania. He 

and his wife settled in Whitpain Township, and Conner became Director of Facilities and 

Economic Development Officer at Rosemont College and then took an MS degree in 

Community and Regional Planning (CRP) from Temple University. There followed a natural 

progression into local volunteer work and public service. 

 Conner first became aware of the asbestos-containing waste of the White Mountains and 

the BoRit site through an Open Space study he developed at Temple CRP, a study that brought 

together the five affected municipalities, two school districts, and Montgomery County for the 

purpose of open space planning and remediating Wissahickon Park. Eventually this led to his 

involvement with a community advisory group, the BoRit CAG. Conner, who had been on the 

Planning Commission and Zoning Hearing Board of Whitpain Township and was now chair of 

the Township Board of Supervisors, was considered by some to be Whitpain’s unofficial expert 

on BoRit, and he became the first co-chair of the CAG. The CAG, which had twenty-six 

stakeholders, was overseen by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), which put 

BoRit on its National Priorities List (NPL). Conner says that many of the original 

recommendations of the CRP study have been implemented successfully. 

 Now that BoRit has been mostly capped what to do with the area is the question, and a 

feasibility study is underway. Because it is at the confluence of the Rose Valley, Tannery Run, 

and Wissahickon Creeks, West Ambler bears the brunt of serious flooding with contaminated 

water. Conner says the situation has been ameliorated somewhat, and while they wait for the 

results of the feasibility study, they have made some improvements to West Ambler’s general 

quality of life:  road paving, sidewalks, stop signs, and some new residential construction is 

underway. Conner believes that complete removal of the asbestos-containing material from the 

site is probably not practicable, but he thinks that a green and open space park could do quite 

well there. Perhaps the park could even include athletic fields and playgrounds and some other 

uses. 

 Conner suggests that other communities facing contamination problems should establish 

a multijurisdictional organization and convene a forum with a neutral facilitator to help them 

consider all views. They should seek and use expert advice. Conner feels that there is no longer 

a health risk because the EPA and the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 

monitor the site, continuously checking the air quality. The EPA involvement has made 

residents less fearful. The quality of life in West Ambler and nearby communities is better now 

but much more needs to be done. 

INTERVIEWER  

Lee Sullivan Berry earned a master’s degree in medieval studies from the University of 

Notre Dame, and a bachelor of arts degree in religious studies from the University of 

Pennsylvania. As a staff member in the Center for Oral History, Berry conducts background 

research and oral-history interviews, edits transcripts of completed interviews, and coordinates 

with interviewers and interviewees to finalize transcripts. She was the lead interviewer for the 

REACH Ambler project and has presented her work at meetings of the American Society for 

Environmental History and Oral History in the Mid-Atlantic Region. 
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