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INTERVIEWEE: 

INTERVIEWER: 
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DATE: 

Koji Nakanishi    

Leon Gortler

Columbia University 
New York, New York

15 February 1985 

GORTLER: This is Leon Gortler interviewing Professor Koji 
Nakanishi in his office at Columbia University on 15 February 
1985. Professor Nakanishi is currently Centennial Professor of 
Chemistry at Columbia and is also the Director of the Suntory 
Institute for Bioorganic Research in Osaka, Japan. 

I know you were born in Hong Kong on May 11, 1925, but I 
know absolutely nothing else about your family or your educa
tion. How did you happen to be born in Hong Kong? 

NAKANISHI: My father was with the bank--what is now called the 
Bank of Tokyo. It used to be the Yokohama Species Bank. And 
like the Bank of Tokyo today, this bank has branches all over the 
world. In fact, I was simply born in Hong Kong. After that we 
were two or three years or so in Lyons, and then three or four 
years in London. I got my primary education in Alexandria, Egypt 
at the British Boys School. I first came back to Japan with my 
parents when I was about twelve or thirteen years old. At that 
stage I started learning Japanese. so, I'm not a typical 
Japanese in that sense. I was born in Hong Kong and I've got 
three brothers, all younger. One was born in Lyons, one in 
London, the third one in Alexandria. Four boys. 

GORTLER: Did any of your brothers become scientists? 

NAKANISHI: My third brother, yes. I was in Egypt, Alexandria 
and there still existed a strong influence of the French at that 
time because of the Napoleon years. I went to a school called 
The British Boys School, and it still exists. I have met two 
other chemists who are quite well known, who come from the same 
school. They are Steve Hanessian and Wilfred Armarego 
{Australian National University). 

GORTLER: Well, that explains your ability in English. Can you 
give me your father's name? 

NAKANISHI: Yuzo. He died about twenty years ago. 

GORTLER: And your mother? 
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