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ABSTRACT 
 

Kevan M. Shokat was born in Boulder City, Nevada, but raised (mostly) in the San 

Francisco Bay Area in Albany, California (except for a year in Iran), the older—by twelve 

years—of two brothers.  His parents were both active politically, participating in anti-war 

movements and in anti-shah movements during the 1970s that culminated in the Iranian 

Revolution of 1979; they started their own copying and commercial printing business, but after 

some time moved into print brokering, his mother taking a position at Charles Schwab.  As a 

child Shokat enjoyed playing sports, especially baseball and track; he excelled in high school 

and worked with his parents in the family business. 

While his high school was vocationally-minded, a guidance counselor suggested that 

Shokat apply to Reed College in Portland, Oregon, which he did and subsequently attended.  He 

majored in chemistry and enjoyed lectures offered by Thomas G. Dunne, Phyllis Cozen, and 

Nick G. Galaktos; he completed his thesis with Ronald W. McClard on phosphorous chemistry, 

making inhibitors of enzymes, and doing enzyme kinetics and nucleotide metabolism.  He was 

unsure of the kind of graduate program that he wanted to attend so he sent applications both to 

PhD programs and MD/PhD programs, settling on pursuing his PhD at the University of 

California, Berkeley.  At Berkeley he worked with Peter G. Schultz in biological chemistry in 

antibody catalysis, and from there went on to a postdoctoral fellowship in immunology with 

Christopher C. Goodnow at StanfordUniversity.  He then accepted a position at Princeton 

University, during which time he received the Pew Scholars Program in the Biomedical 

Sciences award and he worked on biochemistry and immunology research in kinase-mediated 

cell signaling pathways.  He left Princeton for a position at the University of California, San 

Francisco, undertaking chemical genetic research on kinases and their substrates. 

At the end of the interview Shokat talks about his future research on chemical genetics 

and protein kinases in cell signaling pathways; the practical applications of his research; 

collaboration and competition in science; and his laboratory management style.  He also 

discusses the process of writing journal articles; the issue of patents; the national scientific 

agenda; the grant-writing process; the privatization of scientific research; educating the public 

about science; and the importance of students and family in doing science. 
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